
By Jim Shetterly 
Lake City Police Chief 

  
 The rising cost associated with 
heating your home this winter will cause 
many people to search for alternate 
sources of home heating.  
 Wood burning stoves, gas and wood 
burning fireplaces and space heaters are 
all great alternatives or additional option to 

heating your home but they are a major contributing factor in 
home fires.   
 You can prevent the loss of life and property this winter 
by identifying potential hazards and following the following 
safety tips. 
 Wood stoves cause thousands of residential fires every 
year so be sure to carefully follow the manufacturer's 
installation and maintenance instructions.  
 When purchasing a wood stove, look for solid 
construction, such as plate steel or cast iron metal.  
 Check your existing wood stoves for cracks and inspect 
legs, hinges and door seals for smooth joints and seams. Use 
only seasoned wood for fuel, not green wood, artificial logs, or 
trash.  
 Inspecting and cleaning your pipes annually and 
checking monthly for damage or obstructions can decrease 
your chances of a home fire. Be sure to keep combustible 
objects at least three feet away from your wood stove. 
 Buy only electric space heaters that have been listed 
and approved by a nationally recognized testing lab such as 
Underwriter's Laboratory (UL).  
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After the Civil War, crime was rampant and southern states 
were broke. Legislation was enacted that allowed southern states to 
lease convict laborers to private industry as forced labor to work in 
coal mines, plantations, railroads, etc.   

Not only did states save money by not having to build 
prisons, but the revenue from the convict labor force was a 
significant part of the budgets in southern states. 
 In 1877, a labor 
dispute resulted in the first 
convict laborers being brought 
to Coal Creek to work in the 
now-abandoned Knoxville Iron 
and Coal Company (KICC) 
Mine No. 1 located in the Wye 
Community.  
 Mining jobs were 
plentiful, so the miners who 
lost their jobs found work at 
mines in nearby Briceville, 
Fraterville, and Beech 
Grove.  Others left the area to mine coal in Jellico and Soddy, 
Tennessee, and in Kentucky.  
 The mortality rate for the convict miners was high because 
they had no experience in mining.  Also, there was little financial 
incentive to provide safe working conditions for them.  If a mule died 
while working in the coal mines, a new mule had to be purchased. If 
a convict miner died, the state would furnish a new convict to replace 
the convict who died at no cost to the mine owner or the state.  
 Another labor dispute erupted in 1891 between the 
Tennessee Coal Mining Company in Briceville and its miners after 
new laws allowed miners to elect one of their own as a check-
weighman to verify how much coal was mined.   
 The dispute arose when the miners elected a check-
weighman who had previously been fired by the company for 
incompetence and theft.     
 At first, a compromise was reached whereby both sides 
agreed on the average weight that would be assigned to each 
carload of coal mined.   
 The miners later went on strike because they thought the 
average weight should be higher and the company disagreed.  When 
a resolution could not be reached, convict miners were brought to 
the companyôs Tennessee Mine in Tennessee Hollow near 
Briceville.  According to mine owners, convict miners were "a class of 
labor that could be depended on". 
 The free miners of Coal Creek tried a peaceful resolution to 
the conflict. They surrounded the convict miner stockade in 
Tennessee Hollow and forced the guards to surrender.  
 They marched the guards and convicts to the town of Coal 
Creek (now Lake City) and put them on a train to Knoxville. They 
sent a telegram to Governor Buck Buchanan, explaining their actions 
and offered to meet to resolve the situation. 
 Governor Buchanan, accompanied by three companies of the 
Tennessee National Guard, met with the free miners in Coal Creek 
and Briceville. He failed in trying to sell them on the virtues of having 
convicts work in the mines based on state economics. Governor 
Buchanan went back to Nashville, but left the militia.   
 After negotiations failed, the free miners decided to go to war 
and surrounded the stockades where the convicts were housed. The 

Tennessee Mining Company camp 
and stockade during a visit by 

Governor Buchanan on July 16, 1891  
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 Even with the date change, many participant and 
spectators turned out for Lake Cityôs first night parade on  
December 10, 2010.   The weather caused the parade to be 
rescheduled to a Friday evening,  which was a break in the 
tradition of a Saturday morning parade.    
 Newly elected State 
Representative, Kelly Keisling was the 
paradeôs Grand Marshall.   
 Awards for the parade winners 
were awarded at the December City 
Council meeting.  The awards were 
given in  categories which included 
Mayorôs Award, Group Floats, Church 
Group Floats, Horses, Horse and 
Buggy, Tractors, Hot Rods and Classic 
Cars.   
 The winners are pictured with 
Mayor Tim Sharp on pages four and 
five of this edition of the Laker News.    

Kelly Keisling 
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This paper is published by the Lake City Chamber 
of Commerce monthly and is free to the public.  

 
Lake City Chamber of Commerce  

P. O. Box 1054 
Lake City, TN 37769 

865-426-9595 
Fax 865-457-4545 

info@LakeCityChamberTN.com 
 

Please submit events and content information by email or fax. 
 

Laker News Advertising Rates  
 

Newspaper Sponsorship -$260.00 
Includes a full page advertisement for one month of the advertiserôs 
choosing based on availability (value $125) and eleven months of 

business card size advertisement (value $220).  Total savings of $85.00. 
Sponsorship also includes a article about the advertiserôs business. 

 

Lake City Chamber Memberôs Rates 
Full Pageééééééééé$100.00 
Half Pageéééééééé..$50.00 
Quarter Pageéééééé.$25.00 
Business Card 3 1/2ò x  2òé$10.00 

 

Non-Lake City Chamber Memberôs Rates 
Full Pageééééééééé$125.00 
Half Pageéééééééé..$75.00 
Quarter Pageéééééé.$50.00 
Business Card 3 1/2ò x  2òé.$20.00 

 

Contact the Lake City Chamber of Commerce  
for mullti-month discounts  

January 14 Empty Bowl Supper  
6:30 p.m. at Lake City Elementary 

January 17 Martin Luther King Day 
School and Government Offices Closed 

January 18 Lake City Planning Commission 
7 p.m. at City Hall 

January 20 Lake City Council Meeting 
7 p.m. at City Hall 

February 18 Anderson County Schoolôs In-Service 

January 13 Presidentôs Day 
School and Government Offices Closed 

February 8 Lake City Chamber Coffee 
Hosted by Cracker Barrel  
from 8 to 9:30 a.m. 

If you have a community event that you would like to add to the Calendar of 
Events for the Laker News, you can email the information to 

info@LakeCityChamberTN.com or send it to Lake City Chamber of 
Commerce, attn: Laker News at P. O. Box 1054, Lake City, TN 37769.  

 

 The  February Lake City Chamber of Commerce Coffee 
will be hosted by Cracker Barrel on Tuesday, February 8, 
2011 from 8 a.m. to 9:30 a.m.   
 Chamber members and people who are interested in 
joining the chamber are welcome to come and network with 
other businesses and community leaders.  
 If you are a chamber member and you would like to 
host a coffee during 2011, please contact the chamber at 
info@lakecitychambertn.com or 865-426-9595.   

Lauren Baghetti 

Park Ranger, Norris Dam State Park 

 Deer are a common animal which I view year round. They are 
beautiful and fast animals which leave me in awe. Upon my first 
glance at these quiet animals I wonder how can they stand on such 
stilt like legs, but upon further reflection deer are designed to survive 
in the world in which they live in. 
 Measured to the shoulders deer stand at 38 to 40 inches, are 
4 to 6 feet in length from the nose to the base of the tail, and weigh 
110 to 300 pounds.  
 Fawns have 
approximately 300 white 
spots which serve as a 
protective device. These 
spots blend in with rays of 
sunlight that penetrate the 
tree canopy.  
 As I stop and gaze 
at these rays of light in the 
trees I wonder if my eyes 
have crossed over a fawn 
and not realized it.  
 As fawns mature 
they lose these white spots and take on two coats as many other 
animals do. The summer coat is reddish gray while the winter coat is 
brownish gray.  
 White tailed deer are named for the underside of the tail that 
is white and serves as a warning mechanism to other deer. When 
one senses danger the tail flicks upward until the threat passes or 
the deer flees. 
  One of my favorite words is crepuscular because what the 
word sounds like has nothing to do with what it means. I hear 
crepuscular and I think of slugs and other insects that are creepy. 
However, deer are not creepy in any sense. Crepuscular defines 
animals that are active at dawn and dusk. So for all of you who are 
early risers peer out your window or those who take an evening stroll 
be on the lookout for deer. 
 Now as I walk through the park I no longer see a skinny 
legged animal with large eyes intently watching me but an animal 
which has a history, is important to the ecosystem, and that is trying 
to survive in the world. 
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leaving the house or going to bed.  
 Having working smoke and carbon monoxide (CO) 
alarms is your best bet for surviving a fire or CO leak. Take a 
moment each month to test your alarms in accordance with the 
manufacturer's instructions. And remember to practice your 
home escape plan frequently with your family. 
 Carbon monoxide poisoning is another hazard 
associated with heating your home in the winter because it CO 
gas can come from several sources including gas-fired 
appliances, charcoal grills, wood-burning furnaces or fireplaces 
and motor vehicles.   
Carbon monoxide is often called the silent killer because it is 
odorless, colorless and toxic.  
 At lower levels of exposure, CO causes mild effects that 
are often mistaken for the flu. Theses symptoms include 
headaches, dizziness, disorientation, nausea, and fatigue. 
 You can protect yourself and your family by installing a  
carbon monoxide alarm with an audible warning signal near 
bedrooms.  
 You can also have a qualified professional check all fuel 
burning appliances, furnaces, venting and chimney systems at 
least once a year and especially when you purchase an existing 
home.    
 Never use your range or oven to help heat your home 
and never use a charcoal grill or hibachi in your home or 
garage.  
 Never leave a car running in a garage. Even if the garage 
doors are open, normal circulation will not provide enough fresh 
air to reliably prevent a dangerous buildup of CO.  
  

 Check to make sure it has a thermostat control 
mechanism, and will switch off automatically if the heater falls 
over.  It is important not to dry clothes or store objects on top of 
your heater.  
 Space heaters need space so keep combustibles at 
least three feet away from the heater and keep the heater three 
feet from the wall.  
  Don't leave space heaters operating when you're not in 
the room and always unplug your electric space heater when 
not in use.  
 Don't use extension cords with electrical space heaters. 
The high amount of current they require could melt the cord 
and start a fire.  
 Never fill your kerosene heater with gasoline or camp 
stove fuel because both flare-up easily. Only use crystal clear 
K-1 kerosene and be careful not to overfill any portable heater. 
Always use the kerosene heater in a well ventilated room.  
 If you have a fireplace, frequently cleaning out the build 
up in your  chimneys and inspecting it for obstructions and 
cracks can prevent deadly chimney and roof fires.  
 Check to make sure the damper is open before starting 
any fire and never burn trash, paper or green wood in your 
fireplace. These materials cause heavy creosote buildup and 
are difficult to control.  
 Use a screen heavy enough to stop rolling logs and big 
enough to cover the entire opening of the fireplace to catch 
flying sparks and make sure the fire is completely out before 

 

By Stephanie Wells 
Anderson County Director of Tourism  
 The current state of the economy has caused many 
families to consider a staycation instead of a vacation.  A 
staycation is where you stay at home and visit the region you 
live in through daytrips.  Even if you are lucky enough to go on 
a vacation this year, you can still take a staycation anytime.  
The great news is that Lake City is in a region that offers an 
abundance of attractions that make a day trip enjoyable.   
 Many people donôt consider taking a trip during the 
winter but there are plenty of wintertime activities in our region 
that are ideal for a staycation.   

 In Anderson 
County, the Museum of 
Appalachia is a great 
staycation destination.  
What better place to learn 
about the heritage of the 
area that we live?   
 During the month 
of January and February, 
you can take a non-
perishable food item and 
receive $3 off regular 
adult admission. Donated 
food will go to the Norris 

Area Food Pantry serving eastern Anderson County.  
 The Museum will be open Friday through Monday from 
10 a.m. to 5 p.m. during the months of January and February.  
For more information about the Museum of Appalachia, visit 
www.museumofappalachia.org or call 865-494-7680.  
 This year marks the 150th anniversary of the Civil War.  
If you are wondering what role East Tennessee played the Civil 

War, there are many houses that have been preserved that 
contains the stories of the Civil War.  One such place is the 
Dickson-Williams 
Mansion in 
Greeneville, 
Tennessee.   
 According to 
tnvacation.com, 
ñwealthy Irish 
immigrant William 
Dickson used a team 
of highly skilled Irish 
artisans and slaves to 
build this high Federal 
style mansion in 1821 
for his only child, 
Catherine. In 1823 
Catherine and her new husband, Dr. Alexander Williams, 
began a life of lavish entertaining. Guests at the mansion 
included three presidents, the Marquis de Lafayette, and David 
Crockett. During the Civil War both sides occupied the house.   
 The 90-minute house tours is given daily and departs 
from the lobby of the General Morgan Inn at 1:00 p.m. Tours 
are limited to 12 people. For group reservations, call 423-787-
0500. 
 While in Greeneville, you can also visit the Andrew 
Johnson National Historic Site which includes Andrew 
Johnsonôs house and a visitor center containing a museum.    
 For more information on attractions in Greensville, 
Tennessee, visit www.visitgreenevilletn.com or call 423-638-
4111. 
 Look in the Februaryôs Laker News for Staycation ideas 
for couples and more Historical Civil War destinations.   

Dickson-Williams Mansion  

Irwin Chapel at the Museum of 

Appalachia 
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Third Place in Horse-Selina and Sabrina Owens 

Gail Seiber accepting on behalf of Beech Grove Baptist 

Church Youth, First Place Church Float Category  

Greg Morgan, Second Place in Horse Category  

Harold Collins, First and Second in Tractor Category 

Greg Brown, Third Place in Hot Rod Category  

Shane and Rachel Seidner-�0�D�\�R�U�¶�V���$�Z�D�U�G 

Winner Not Pictures Include: 

Anderson County High School ROTC-Second Place Group Float 

Kenneth Evans-First Place Classic Cars 

Lon Rodgers-Third Place Classic Cars 

Brrokstone-Second Place Tractors 

Sleepy Eyed Johns-First Place Horse and Buggy 


